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THE IMPORTANT PLANT AREAS

1. Budongo 10. Echuya 19.MountKadam  26. Mount Keiand 34. Buwerere
2 Mpanga Gorge 11 Kibale 20.MountEigon  Midigo 35, Ssese Islands

3.5ango Bay 12. Mgahinga Gorilla 21 Era-Lama 27. Mabamba Bay 36. Mabira

4. Tarora Rock 13. Bwindi 22, Kidepo Valley- 28 Mubende-Kyegegwa 37. Otzi-Atiya

5. Semuliki 14. Agoro-Agu Mount Zulia 29. Lake Opeta 38 Mount Morungole
6. Bugoma 15. Mount Moroto. 23. Timuy 30, Lalak-Lokung 39, Buhweju

7. Kasyoha-Ritomi 16. Zoka 24, Nabugabo 31.Maunt Napak 40. Kachumbala Rack

B ltwara 17, Mujuizi 25, Queen Elizabeth- 32. Lake Mburo 41 Toror Hills
9. Kalinzu 18. Rwenzori Mountains ~ Maramagambo 33, Murchison-Karuma 42 Ajai
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ganda has announced a 45% growth in its

imports of goods during the period from
January to December of last year, with the value of
imports reaching 4.3 trillion Ugandan shillings.
Statistics indicate that the growth in imports was
driven by increased demand for consumer and
industrial goods, particularly in sectors such as
vehicles, machinery, and chemicals.
The statistics also show that China was Uganda’s
largest source of imports, with the value of imports
from China reaching 1.3 trillion
Ugandan shillings, followed by
India and Japan.
This growth in Uganda’s
imports reflects the
country’s positive economic
developments and increasing
demand for goods and
services. However, challenges
remain in achieving a trade
balance and controlling inflation.

Uganda’'s
Imports Grow
by

Ugandan Students Paint Vision For
Sustainable Future Of Chinese-Run Oil Field

O a cliff overlooking the Chinese-managed oil
nfield in the Kikube area of western Uganda,
30 students sat with paintbrushes and canvases,
envisioning a future where nature, heritage, and
modernization coexist. Under the shade of trees
protecting them from the scorching sun in the Great
Rift Valley, students from 16 local secondary schools
participated in the Kingfisher Community Youth
Drawing Competition.

This annual event, organized by the China National
Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) Uganda

Limited and the Chinese Embassy on Wednesday,
encouraged youngsters to depict both what they
saw — the Kingfisher oil field on the shores of Lake
Albert — and their vision for the future inspired by
the landscape. After hours of painting under the
guidance of Chinese and Ugandan artists, 19-year-
old Abronali Mulongi from St. James Secondary
School in the Hoima district emerged as the winner of
the competition under the theme “Beautiful Balance
between Heritage and Modernization.”

Mulongi’s artwork featured lush green landscapes

intertwined with modern structures and traditional
huts, as well as a woman dressed in cultural
attire carrying modern elements symbolizing the
coexistence of heritage and progress.

“l loved the theme because | cherish both nature and
culture while embracing modernization,” Mulongi said
as he received his trophy.

Liu Xiangdong, General Manager of CNOOC Uganda
Limited, added, “As the oil and gas industry drives
modernization, it is crucial to protect our cultural
identity, history, and environment.”

“This competition challenges young artists to depict
how development and tradition can coexist, ensuring
a future that respects innovative heritage.” The
ongoing investments in Uganda’s oil sector, along
with initiatives like the drawing competition, shape a
future where economic development, environmental
protection, and cultural preservation move forward
together.



Uganda Embraces

Francophonie
Month With Vibrant Cultural Celebrations

ganda is immersed in a month-long celebration

of French language and Francophone culture,
as Francophonie Month takes center stage
throughout March. The Embassy of France in
Uganda, in collaboration with Alliance Francgaise
Kampala (AFK), the International French School
Kampala, the Association of Teachers of French in
Uganda (APFO), and other partners, has organised
a diverse program of events to mark the occasion.
The festivities, which coincide with the International
Day of the Francophonie on March 20th, were
officially launched at AFK, signaling the start of a
series of cultural activities across the country.
Cyril Maman, Head of Cooperation and Cultural
Affairs at the Embassy of France, highlighted the
global significance of the French language.
“Francophonie is deeply connected to the French
language. When | speak of French, | am not only
referring to my language or that of the French
people, but to the 320 million people across five
continents who use it today,” he stated.
Maman emphasized the growing relevance of
French in Uganda, citing regional economic
integration and increasing international trade
opportunities.
“French is more than just a language; it is an
opportunity. For Ugandan youth, mastering French
can open doors to regional trade, international
mobility, and professional opportunities in
Francophone countries,” he added.

Eric Touze, Director of Alliance Frangaise Kampala,
expressed gratitude for the month-long celebrations,
emphasizing their role in promoting cultural
exchange and strengthening the presence of French
in Uganda.

Agatha Tumwine, President of APFO, underscored
the global significance of March for French
speakers.

“March is a special month for French-speaking
people wherever they are in the world. So, Uganda

is also not left out,” she said

Tumwine highlighted the importance of these events
for students. “We shall be organizing about 18
events, and these celebrations, they are important
for our students, our learners countrywide, because
Uganda is an Anglophone country, so learning a
foreign language in English speaking sometimes it's
hard”.

“So this is a moment where learners come

together to practice their French through speaking
and various activities, including performing arts,
especially through poetry, through drama activities,
music, dance, which also helps to for personal and
human development, that builds other develops
other skills and competencies for learners,” she
explained.

With 321 million speakers worldwide, primarily in
Africa, French remains a vital global language.
Uganda’s Francophonie Month celebrations aim to
strengthen cultural ties and promote the language’s
growing importance.

The month’s events, all free and open to the public,
kicked off with “Apéro Francophone” at AFK on
March 1st, providing a platform for community
engagement. Key highlights include:

March 7th: “Njogera Frangaise” Interschool
Competitions, recognizing students and teachers of
French.

March 8th- 11th: Entertainment events in schools,
organized by APFO.

March 15th: A Job and Study Fair at the
International French School Kampala, connecting
students and job seekers with Francophone
opportunities.

March 22nd: The Francophonie Festival at the
International French School Kampala, showcasing
Francophone food, culture, and fashion.

March 27th: A Francophonie Concert at Alliance
Francaise Kampala, culminating the celebrations.



Th Ugandan government has announced
ethat it has raised a total of 2.2666 trillion

shillings from the sale of securities in February
2025. This amount includes 742.8 billion shillings
from Treasury Bills (T-Bills) and 1.5237 trillion
shillings from Treasury Bonds (T-Bonds).

The funds raised will be allocated to various
sectors, including:

- Infrastructure: to support the development of
roads, bridges, and other critical infrastructure

- Education: to improve access to quality education
and enhance learning outcomes

- Health: to strengthen the healthcare system and

improve access to quality healthcare services

- Wealth Creation programs: to support initiatives
that promote economic growth and job creation

- Human development initiatives: to support
programs that improve the overall well-being of
Ugandans

The government has also established a committee
to review financial procedures related to banks’
profits from their investments in government
securities. This move is part of the government’s
efforts to promote economic and social
development in Uganda and enhance the role of
banks in supporting development programs.

Uganda Raises Over 2 Trillion Shillings from

Sale of Securities

?

?

?

African Development Bank Commits $2 Trillion
to Transform Smallholder Farmer Financing in

Africa

Th African Development Bank has
eannounced a commitment of $2 trillion to
finance smallholder farmers in Africa, with the goal
of improving agricultural productivity and boosting
economic development on the continent.

This program aims to support smallholder farmers
in Africa by providing the necessary financing

to improve crop yields and enhance their ability

to compete in global markets. The program is

expected to achieve several goals, including:

- Improving agricultural productivity in Africa

- Boosting economic development on the continent
- Providing employment opportunities for
smallholder farmers

- Enhancing the competitiveness of smallholder
farmers in global markets

This program is part of the organization’s efforts to
promote economic development in Africa.
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DIGITS ECONOMY

Ugandan coffee exports reach 615 billion
shillings in February

Th Ugandan government announced that
eUgandan coffee exports reached 615

billion shillings in February. The government
explained that this increase is due to the
improvement in the quality of Ugandan coffee and
the growing global demand for coffee.

The government added that coffee exports are one
of the most important sources of national income in

Uganda, and contribute to improving the livelihoods
of rural residents.

This announcement comes at a time when Uganda
is in need of boosting its exports to improve the
economy.

The government called on all stakeholders in the
coffee industry to continue their efforts to improve
the quality of Ugandan coffee and boost exports.

The government of Uganda has signed an agreement
worth 85 million euros with France to support water
and road projects in
Kampala.

Th 1 s funding, provided by the French
IDeveIopmentAgency (AFD), will

complement the ongoing support from the World
Bank under the Greater Kampala Metropolitan Area
Urban Development (GKMA-UD) project.

The program will benefit eight urban areas in the
Greater Kampala Metropolitan Area (GKMA),
including Kampala, Wakiso, Entebbe, Kira,
Makindye-Ssabagabo, Mukono, Mpigi, and
Nansana.

According to Arnal Jean Francois, Regional Director
of the French Development Agency, the project is a
continuation of the long-term successful partnership
between France and the government of Uganda. He
expressed appreciation for this partnership, praising

the National Water and Sewerage Corporation for
its manual work on the global stage.

The project will receive funding of 85 million euros,
which will cover two projects: “Lake Victoria Water
and Sanitation” (45 million euros) and GKMA-UD
(40 million euros). The French Ambassador to
Uganda, Xavier Sticker, noted that the agency’s
participation in Uganda aims to support the country
in achieving its strategic economic goals, including
Vision 2040.

The Minister of Finance, Matia Kasaija, expressed
his deep gratitude for the continuous and beneficial
bilateral cooperation between the governments

of Uganda and France in supporting Uganda’s
development.
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Government and NCBA Drive Electric Vehicle

Revolution in Uganda

Th Ugandan government and NCBA are
epromoting the electric vehicle revolution

in Uganda by encouraging the adoption of

electric vehicles and developing the necessary
infrastructure to support them.

Uganda is one of the African countries working to
promote the use of electric power in transportation,
achieve energy independence, and reduce carbon
emissions. The goal of these efforts is to promote
the use of electric vehicles in Uganda and reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.

NCBA is providing financing for the purchase of
electric vehicles and offering technical and financial

support to investors in this sector. The Ugandan
government is working to develop the necessary
infrastructure to support the use of electric vehicles,
including the establishment of electric charging
stations.

These efforts are part of Uganda’s national
strategy to promote the use of electric power in
transportation, achieve energy independence, and
reduce carbon emissions. It is expected that these
efforts will promote the use of electric vehicles in
Uganda, reduce dependence on fossil fuels, and
achieve energy independence and reduce carbon
emissions.

French and

Spanish
Influencers
Arrivein
Uganda to Boost
Tourism

group of French and Spanish social media

influencers have arrived in Uganda to promote
tourism in the country. The group consists of 12
influencers specializing in tourism and culture,
aiming to explore Uganda’s tourist attractions and
raise awareness about Ugandan tourism in France
and Spain.
During their visit, the influencers will tour various
Ugandan attractions, including Queen Elizabeth
National Park, Mount Elgon, and Lake Victoria.
Their visit is expected to boost tourism in Uganda

and enhance cultural exchange between Uganda,
France, and Spain.

This visit is part of Uganda’s efforts to promote
tourism and economic development through
tourism. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in
collaboration with the Uganda Tourism Board

and Uganda’s Embassy in France, organized the
familiarization trip to position Uganda as a prime
travel destination for French and Spanish-speaking
tourists.



African Business Heroes Competition Aims to
Support Entrepreneurs Across the Continent

Th African Business Heroes competition has
eannounced the launch of its new edition,
aiming to support entrepreneurs across the African
continent. According to an article published on
News Vision, the competition aims to:

- Support Entrepreneurs: Provide entrepreneurs in
Africa with the opportunity to grow and expand their
businesses.

- Enhance Innovation: Foster innovation in Africa
by encouraging entrepreneurs to develop new and

innovative ideas.

- Provide Funding: Offer funding to entrepreneurs
and incentivize them to develop their projects.
The competition is open to entrepreneurs from

all over Africa and provides them with the
opportunity to win financial and training awards.
This competition is part of efforts to support
entrepreneurs in Africa and promote economic
development on the continent.

East African Development Bank Explores Boosting
Private Investment to Stimulate Job Creation

T h East African Development Bank (EADB)
eis exploring ways to enhance private
investment in the region, with the goal of stimulating
job creation and promoting economic development.
According to an article published in The
Independent, the EADB is working to boost private
investment in the region by providing financing and
advisory services to investors [1]. The strategy
includes several initiatives, including:
- SME financing: The EADB is providing financing
to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to
enhance their growth and stimulate job creation.
- Advisory services: The EADB is offering advisory

services to investors to enhance their capacity to
succeed in the East African market.

- Trade facilitation: The EADB is promoting trade
among East African countries to enhance economic
development in the region.

These initiatives are expected to contribute to
stimulating job creation and promoting economic
development in East Africa. These efforts are part of
the EADB’s national strategy to promote economic
and social development in the region.

EU, France Sign Shs40b Deal to Power Uganda’s

Rural Areas

Th European Union and France have signed
ea 40 billion shilling (approximately $10.9

million) deal to provide electricity to rural areas
in Uganda. The agreement, signed between the
European Union and the French Development
Agency (AFD), aims to expand the electricity grid
and improve access to energy in rural areas,
targeting 40,000 new connections in 34 districts
and two islands in Lake Victoria.

During the signing ceremony in Mbale, Energy
Minister Ruth Nankabirwa praised the initiative,
describing it as a “big step” towards achieving
Uganda’s goal of providing electricity to all by
2030. She also emphasized that the project aligns
with Uganda’s Vision 2040 and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

“The project is a significant contribution to the
achievement of Uganda’s development goals,
particularly in the area of energy,” Nankabirwa said.
The project will involve the extension of 1,277
kilometers of medium-voltage lines and 2,085
kilometers of low-voltage lines, promoting economic
development and improving livelihoods in rural
communities.

French Ambassador to Uganda, Xavier Sticker,
confirmed that the project reflects France and

the European Union’s commitment to supporting
sustainable development in Uganda.

“This project demonstrates our commitment

to supporting Uganda’s development goals,
particularly in the area of energy,” Sticker said.



Uganda Embarks on Modernizing Mining Sector to
Curb Illlegal Mining and Boost Investment

ganda’s government has embarked on an

initiative to modernize the mining sector
through technology, aiming to curb illegal mining
and stimulate investment. The Sustainable
Development of Uganda’s Mineral Sector (SDMU)
project, launched by Energy Minister Ruth
Nankabirwa in Kampala, is expected to eliminate
illegal mining and attract more investors to the
sector.
The project, valued at €6.2 million (approximately
UGX 24.9 billion), will enhance the investment
environment, promote exports, strengthen
regulatory frameworks, and increase value addition.
At least 300,000 artisanal miners, accounting for
50% of the country’s artisanal miners, are expected
to benefit from this project.
Minister Nankabirwa emphasized that artisanal
miners need support to operate sustainably,
including training and equipment to extract minerals
safely while protecting the environment. “Artisanal
miners should receive support to do their work
sustainably, including training and tools that enable
them to exploit minerals safely while ensuring
environmental protection.”
David Otieno, Program Manager for Energy
and Climate at GIZ Uganda, noted that the
modernization efforts will focus on several key
areas. “Modernization means not only tracking
the minerals we have but also addressing the

fact that many artisanal miners operate unknown
sites across the country. We aim to update mining
activities in areas like Karamoja, Mbarara, and
others to create a reliable database for the Ministry
and other regulatory bodies.”

Otieno added that Uganda currently ranks

68th out of 86 countries in terms of investment
attractiveness in the mining sector and plans to
work with the Uganda Investment Authority and
private sector to improve competitiveness. “We

will ensure that the country’s minerals are tracked,
address the issue of lost revenues from untaxed
artisanal miners, and work with regulatory bodies to
eliminate illegal mining and make mining operations
formal, enabling the government to collect taxes.”

The Head of the European Union Delegation, Jan
Sadek, stressed that the Sustainable Development
project will address the main challenges in
Uganda’s mining sector by supporting artisanal
miners and helping to address and improve value
addition.

Alica von der Decken, Head of Cooperation at the
German Embassy, representing the Ambassador,
said, “Uganda’s mining sector has vast potential,
and this project will help realize this potential by
addressing key issues such as informality, limited
value addition, and governance gaps.”

Coffee Prices in Uganda Rise, Experts Warn

of “Looming Danger”

gacof (U) Ltd topped the market share with

15.3%, followed by Kawacom (U) Ltd (10.65%)
and Olam Uganda Limited (7.32%). Meanwhile,
small-scale traders are struggling to compete
against these industry giants.
Ugandan coffee exports to Africa have also seen
growth, with 73,324 bags being shipped to Sudan,
Morocco, Egypt, Algeria, South Africa, and Tunisia.
Globally, coffee production is expected to rise to

174.9 million bags for the 2024/25 financial year,
driven by a rebound in Vietham and Indonesia,
while consumption is expected to reach 168.1
million bags.

As Uganda’s coffee sector celebrates its recent
success, the road ahead remains uncertain.
Without sustainable improvements in quality and
stronger global demand, today’s boom could turn
into tomorrow’s bust.



Uganda Airlines’ direct flights to UK set to strengthen
economic ties

ganda Airlines has launched a direct flight
route to London Gatwick, marking a significant
milestone in strengthening economic and cultural
ties between Uganda and the United Kingdom.
By our reporters
The inaugural flight was officiated by Gen
Katumba Wamala, Uganda’s minister for Works
and Transport. Starting May 18, 2025, the new
route will connect Entebbe International airport to
London Gatwick, becoming Uganda Airlines’ third
international destination outside Africa, following
Dubai and Mumbai.
This expansion brings the airline’s total destinations

to 17 across 13 countries, including Abuja, Lusaka,
Harare, Nairobi, Mombasa, Dar es Salaam,
Bujumbura, Johannesburg, Dubai, Zanzibar,
Lagos, Kinshasa, Mumbai, Mogadishu, Juba and
Kilimanjaro

The flights will be operated using the state-of-the-
art Airbus A330-800neo, ensuring passengers
enjoy a world-class travel experience. Gen
Wamala highlighted the significance of the

direct flight, noting that Uganda has not had

a direct air connection to the UK since British
Airways suspended its service to Entebbe

in November 2015.



Renowned Global Player in
Steel Industry Enters Ugandan

Market

ganda - ENTE, a renowned global

player in the steel industry, has
recently entered the Ugandan market.
This move is part of the company»s
strategy to expand its operations in
Africa.
According to the company»s financial
manager, the entry into the Ugandan
market is in response to the growing
demand for steel products in the
country. He said the company aims to
meet the needs of both the public and
private sectors in Uganda.
ENTE is one of the largest companies
in the global steel industry, with over 50
years of experience in producing high-
quality steel products. The company
plans to establish a manufacturing

How Universities in

plant in Uganda to produce steel
products required in the local market.
This move is expected to create new
job opportunities in Uganda, in addition
to meeting the local market>s demand
for steel products. It is also part of the
Ugandan government)s efforts to boost
economic development in the country.
The managing director of ENTE said
the company plans to invest in Uganda
for the long haul and aims to provide
high-quality products and services to
customers in Uganda.

This move is a positive development
for Ugandars economy and reflects

the company»s confidence in

the Ugandan market.

Uganda are Adapting to
Artificial Intelligence

U niversities in Uganda
are embracing
artificial intelligence (Al)
as a tool to enhance
education and research
in the country. According
to an article published in
The Monitor, universities
in Uganda are
integrating Al into their
curricula and providing
necessary training for
students and teachers to
enhance their use of Al.
The initiatives being
implemented by
universities include
several aspects, such
as:

- Integrating Al into
Curricula: Universities
are incorporating Al

into their curricula to
enhance education and
research in the country.
- Providing Necessary

Training: Universities
are providing necessary
training for students and
teachers to enhance
their use of Al in
education and research.
- Developing Advanced
Educational Programs:
Universities are
developing advanced
educational programs in
Al to enhance research
and innovation in the
country.

These initiatives are
expected to enhance
education and research
in Uganda, driving
economic and social
development in the
country. These efforts
are part of Uganda’s
national strategy to
promote education and
research in the country.

Global Coffee Prices

Drop Due to Vietnam's
Increased Exports

lobal coffee prices
have dropped
due to Vietnam’s
increased coffee
exports. According to
an article published
on News Vision,
global coffee prices
have fallen by 10% in
recent months due to
Vietnam’s increased
coffee exports. Vietham
is one of the world’s
largest coffee exporters,
accounting for over 15%
of global coffee exports.
The drop in global coffee
prices affects coffee

farmers worldwide,
including those in
Uganda, which is one of
Africa’s largest coffee
exporters. The decline
in global coffee prices is
expected to continue in
the coming months due
to increased supply and
decreased demand.
These developments
come amid global
changes in the coffee
market, affecting

coffee farmers and
investors worldwide.



Uganda Advances Fertilizer and Soil Health Agenda to
Boost Agricultural Productivity

ganda is pushing forward with its agenda on
fertilizers and soil health to boost agricultural
productivity. The government is implementing
a national strategy to enhance fertilizer use
and improve soil health, which includes several
initiatives:

- Fertilizer Provision: The government is working

to provide affordable fertilizers to farmers to
encourage their use in agriculture.

- Soil Health Improvement: The government is
improving soil health by providing organic fertilizers
and promoting the use of mineral fertilizers.

- Awareness Enhancement: The government

is raising awareness among farmers about the
importance of using fertilizers and improving soil
health.

These initiatives are expected to enhance
agricultural productivity in Uganda and improve
the livelihoods of farmers. These efforts are part of
Uganda’s national strategy to promote economic
development and social growth.
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Ugandaldentifies 42 Important
Plant Areas for Conservation

Uganda has taken a time the IPA concept has
significant step towards been applied in Uganda,
the conservation of its unique aligning the country with
plant diversity by identifying global efforts, particularly

42 Important Plant Areas the Global Strategy for
(IPAs)—critical sites that Plant Conservation of the
require urgent conservation Convention on Biological
action to protect priority Diversity (CBD), to safeguard
plant species. The initiative, plant diversity.

spearheaded by Makerere
University in collaboration
with the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, United

K . d k t h f t 1 Budongo 10, Echuya 12.MountKadam 26, Maunt Keiand 34. Buwerere
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8. Itwara 17 Mujuzi 25, Queen Elizabeth- 32. Lake Mburo 41. Toror Hills
9. Kalinzu 18 RwenzoriMountains ~ Maramagambo 33, Murchison-Karuma 42, Ajai

Uganda's Justice Minister Highlights URSB's Key Role
in Attracting Foreign Investment

ganda’s Minister of Justice, Norbert Mao, companies now able to register within just three

highlighted the crucial role of the Uganda hours. Minister Mao also stressed the importance
Registration Services Bureau (URSB) in attracting of foreign investment in achieving economic
foreign investment to the country. During a development in Uganda, stating that URSB plays

Business and Innovation Forum in Uganda, Minister a vital role in attracting foreign investment to the
Mao emphasized URSB’s importance in facilitating  country.

business registration and providing integrated Meanwhile, Francis Butagira, Chairman of the
services to investors ". URSB Board, reaffirmed Uganda’s commitment to
He noted that URSB has made significant promoting foreign investment, noting that URSB is

progress in streamlining business registration, with  an integral part of these efforts.

Uganda Launches New Agricultural Investment
Centers to Boost Farming Sector

ew agricultural investment centers have praised the initiative, saying: “What | have seen

been opened in Uganda, with two centers here is wonderful. This is a comprehensive
established in the districts of Otuke and Abim at a project that will reduce poverty and improve food
cost of over 1.9 billion shillings. The centers aim  security in the Karamoja region.”

to enhance access to inputs, promote market- The Agricultural Value Chain Development
oriented agriculture, improve storage and value Project (AVCP) is another initiative aimed at
addition, and promote climate-smart agriculture. improving household incomes, food security, and
The centers are expected to benefit around climate resilience through commercial agricultural
50,000 smallholder farmers and are part of 18 practices, sustainable natural resources

centers established by the Sasakawa Africa management, and agricultural enterprise

Association across the country, with support from development.
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Peter Lokoris, Minister of Karamoja Affairs,
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Th Uganda
_ eRegistration

& Services Bureau
(URSB) is playing

a crucial role in
enhancing the business
environment in Uganda,
according to Miranda
Ekong, the bureau’s registrar general. Ekong
emphasized that URSB facilitates business
registration and provides integrated services to
investors, making it easier for companies to register
within just three hours.

URSB'’s efforts are part of Uganda’s national
strategy to promote economic development and
social growth. The bureau is committed to providing
comprehensive services, including business
registration, trademark registration, and patent
registration.

Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs Norbert
Mao reaffirmed Uganda’s commitment to improving

N your own

Uganda Registration Services Bureau
Plays Vital Role in Enhancing Business

the business environment, noting that URSB is

an integral part of these efforts. By streamlining
business registration and protecting intellectual
property, URSB aims to make Uganda an attractive
destination for investors and entrepreneurs.

Some of URSB’s key achievements include:

- Simplified Business Registration: URSB has made
significant progress in simplifying the business
registration process, allowing companies to register
within three hours.

- Increased Formalization: URSB’s efforts

have led to an increase in formalization among
entrepreneurs and small business owners.

- Improved Services: URSB provides integrated
services, including business registration, trademark
registration, and patent registration, making it
easier for investors to do business in Uganda.

Overall, URSB'’s initiatives are expected to drive
economic growth, create jobs, and improve
livelihoods in Uganda.

ganda has announced its membership in

Afreximbank (FEDA) as the 21st member state,
reflecting Uganda’s commitment to strengthening
economic integration and cooperation with other
African countries.
This move is part of Uganda’s efforts to enhance
trade and investment exchanges with
other African countries and promote
economic integration on the
continent.
Uganda’s membership in
Afreximbank is expected to
enhance investment and trade
opportunities between Uganda
and other African countries,
and promote economic
development in Uganda.
Afreximbank (FEDA) is an
African financial institution
aimed at promoting economic
integration and cooperation
among African states by
providing financing and
financial services to African
countries and businesses.

Uganda Joins
Afreximbank as 21st
NMember State
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Tayebwa to push for lifting of restrictions
on export of crops to EU

T h Deputy Speaker, Thomas Tayebwa
ewill start off his duty as President of

the Organization of Africa, Caribbean and Pacific
States Joint Parliamentary Assembly (OACPS) with
mediations on restriction of export of specific crops
to the European Union (EU) market.

Tayebwa said this while chairing the sitting of

the House on Tuesday, 03 March 2025 following
his recent election as OACPS President. He
automatically assumed the role of Co-chair of

the OACPS-European Union Joint Parliamentary
Assembly which convenes alternately in an ACP
and an EU country under democratic principles.
Tayebwa said the EU regulation which restricts
countries from exporting crops planted on land that
previously was a forest or had trees, will be his

focus as the head of the multi-national organisation.

“Europeans are saying if our coffee, tea and cocoa
were planted in an area with trees since 2020,
then they won’t be able to enter their markets. We
are saying, even when you are promoting climate
change, you must do it in a sustainable and a just
way,” Tayebwa said adding that, 'we are going to
see a way of harmonising it, we do not want to end
up suffocating people from poor countries. We are
going to have hard negotiations where some of you
[MPs] will be involved'.

Equally priority on his agenda as the President

is negotiating favourable terms of trade, for easy
access to European market, which he said remains
Uganda’s biggest trading partner.

“EU is where 70 per cent of our coffee is going; it
is a crucial market if you look at how much gold
tax we are getting from then. We have registered a
trade surplus worth €150 million,” said Tayebwa.
The Deputy Speaker said he is committed to
achieving Uganda’s removal from the list for anti-
money laundering and terrorism financing black
list, saying it is hampering European investors with
interests in Uganda.

The Chairperson of the Committee on Climate
Change, Lawrence Biyika asked Tayebwa to hold
the European countries accountable for natural
resources exploitation in Africa, which in some
areas resulted into deadly conflicts.

“There are companies from the EU known for
exploiting natural resources leading to conflicts

in areas such as Chad, Somalia and Bamenda,
Cameroon. Some of these issues should be
discussed, including human rights of women and
children who were killed,” Biyika said.

The Minister of State for Industry, David Bahati said
he wished to see a regulation requiring Uganda to
only export coffee with value addition, observant
that the country does not earn as much as those
exporting processed coffee and all its products.
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